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with the circumstance that as a fairly severe discipline it could permanently retain only the most gifted minds, spared it from such a fate.
But Animal Morphology celebrated a perfect witches' orgy. It elaborated a phantastic construction of so-called " genealogical trees.5'
The idea of a genetic connexion of the different specific life-forms, the idea of a " Descent/' had made its appearance, as is well known, already in the eighteenth century and even in Antiquity. But it had always been brought forward in a general and problematic form with the consciousness that here nothing positive could be said ; and far-seeing persons, philosophers especially, had realised that historical information could never constitute an explanation, and that in comparison to real science it was of very secondary importance.1
But now Darwinism had apparently " explained " Descent in general,2 why should it not " explain the pedigree of individual species " ? And so the old comparative anatomy, which claimed to be nothing but a classificatory preparation for the knowledge of the type, of the rational in the forms of nature, became the phantasy christened Phylogeny.
1 Cf. Hegel, Kleine Logik, ed. Holland, Leyden, 1899, p. 522, and Schopenhauer, Will in Nature, ed. Frauenstadt,  fifth  edition, Leipzig, 1891, p. 44.    The two opponents are here united.    I may refer the reader also to my work Die Biologie als selbstdndige Grundwissenschaft, Leipzig, 1893, 2nd ed. 1911.    The problem of history cannot be discussed here ;  it is dealt with in my Gifford Lectures.
2 The doctrine of Descent and Darwinism must of course be kept distinct;  the latter, which in its orthodox form we regard as finally disposed of, is a subdivision of the former, which appears probable in view of the results of Palaeontology and Geography, though its laws are still very obscure.